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Mary Jo Bostic Farm o 18th century
Sudlersville

Private

This house, often cited as an example of the
"telescope" plan, has evolved through a relatively
complex series of additions and alterations. At
least four distinct periods of construction can be
identified. The most significant portion of the
house is the original 1 1/2 story hall-parlor dwelling
house that now forms the center section of the en-
larged building. This is believed to be the earliest
surviving log dwelling house in the county. Features
of particular interest include the dovetailed log
plank construction of the walls and the extremely
rare beaded riven clapboards that originally covered
the exterior walls of the 18th century dwelling.
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The Mary Jo Bostic farm is located on the
east side of Maryland Route 313 approximately
2 1/2 miles north of Sudlersville. The house is
sited in a small grove of trees surrounded by
open farmland which stretches eastward to Unicorn
Branch. There are several late 19th and 20th
century barns and farm buildings to the north and
east of the house.

The house has evolved through a series of
additions to its present "telescope" form. The
original section consists of the center portion
of the present house, and probably dates to the
second half of the 18th century. Additions and
alterationé were made in three separate periods
during the 1°2th cehtury; In recent vears the
north wing and much of the original house were
badly damaged in a fire. S8ince then, the early
flooring has bkeen stripped from theﬂhcuse, as well
as some early trim and most of the doors. The
house is now open to the weather, and is deteriorating
rapidly.

The original house is of log plank construc-

tion, one-and-one-half stories high and three

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

bays wide, with a steep gable roof and a flush

brick chimney on the north gable wall. The fenestra-
tion has changed somewhat over the years, and it is
now difficult to deternine precisely‘what is original.
Apparently the principal entrance was locatéd in the
center of the west facade, flanked by six-over-six
windows. A single six-over-six dqrmer window is
located near the céntér ¢f the facade on the second
floor. The north gable has been covered by a‘small
adéition, but the connecting door to the west of the
chimney on the first floor appears to be an original
opening, and would have been an exterior door before
the wing was built. ©On the east facade, there was a

¥

door in the center bay and a window in the north bay

with a single siXLBVer~six dormer in the center on the
second floor. The south gable has also been covered
by later additions, but éomé'evidence remains of the
original openings. At present, there is a door in

the center of the gable wall on. each floor, allowing

\,

access to the later additions to “the south. The first
. \\. -

floor door was cut in later, but nay have replaced

an original window. The door on the second floor has

also been cut in, but the mortise holes remain from

R,
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

an original window opening that measured approximately
30 inches wide and 38 to 40 inches high. The exterior
doors on both thé east énd west facade have been
blocked up and covered over, and all first floor
windows were refitted with two-over-two sash in the
late 1%th century. _

" The log plank'walls are laid with dovetail
corner notching on a continuous brick foundation.
The logs are 3% to 4 inches fhick and 11 to 14
inchés wide. Where chinking has survi;ed, it.censists
of riven pieces of wood with mud daubing. Furring

strips have been nailed to the exterior walls and

the log plank construction is now concealed behind

&

asbestos shingle siding. Original riven clapboard
siding remai;s on“the south gable wall, where it was
covered up by the first addition. Although riven
clapboérds were a common building material in ﬁhe
: 18th.century, used as both siding and reoofing,
gprviving examples are qguite Egre in this part of

Maryland. This particular example is especially -
-

unusual, as the clapboards have a ‘fine beaded edge.

They average four feet in length, and have tapered

feather edge joints at each end. They are nailed
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

in place with wrought nails. The roof is covered with
wood shinglés, but these were 5adly damaged iﬁ the
fire, angd ére,heavily weathered, A plain box cornice
extends across both facades, and beaded and tapered
rakeboards remain on the north gable,

The interior plén has apparently always consisted
of a single room on the firét floor, while the second
floor was originally divided into two rooms by a
vertical beaded board partitién. This ?artition was
. . ° 9 .
nailed to the face of one rafter pair and collar beam
with wrought nails, and was later sawn off just below
the plaster ceiling and removed. The first floor
hes been heavily scorched by the fire, andlis littered
with heavy- rugs and household debris. The fireplace

is located on the center of +the north wall, with a
r

=

door to the north wing to the left and an enclosed

winder stair to the right. The chimney is constructed

against the interior face of the north wall, but does

not interrupt the log planks. The chimney breast was

apparently boxed in with vertical- beaded boards, but
N\
. N
these are only visible from the second floor, where
they are nailed to the floor joists with wrought nails.

Most of the interior plaster remains in place, and is
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7.4 DESCRiPTION

applied against wide split lathing secured with
wroughﬁ'nails. .A simple chairrail encircleé the
first floor room,but no other trim remains.

The second floor is relatively.bare, and is
partially open to the weather where the roof burned
through at the north end, A very small fireplace
remains on the north gable, with a small closet
to the left. This had a small door with H-L hinges
and was plastered inside,

The roof is of common rafter construction, 45
degrées in pitch. The rafters are riven, not héwn

or sawn, and rest on a flat false plaﬁe supported by

the floor joists,. which are notched over the top

en

platéé. BEach rafter pair is joined at the ridge
with a pegged half;iap joint, and is reinfofced with
a light, riven collar that is half-dovetailed and
pegged. Between eéch rafter pair is a lighter pair
of rafters that do not meet at the ridge, but are
terminated just above the collag\beam, which is
nailed on with two or three wrou&hﬁ nails. These

are apparently intended to give added support for

the plastered ceiling.
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The first addition was made to the south gable
wall.éf the original house, and was of sténdard
heavy frame constiuction._ It was also one-and-one-half
stories high, duplicafinq the rodf.height and pitch
of the carlier house. There was one room on each floor,
each heated by a flush brick chimney on.the center of
the south wall. Apparently this addition was made in
the sécond quarter of.the 19th century, as nachine
" nails were used both in the framing and to secure the
riven lath to the studs. Wrought, T-headed nails were
usea for the flooring,.however, implying that mails
of this type must have persisted for particular
uses after the appearance of machine nails. The
mix£ure of man-made and machine nails combined with the
use of split latﬁing may suggest a date aé early as
1815, and probably no later than 1840.

Very little remains of the early interior in
this section of the house. Scars in .the plaster
suggest that tﬁere was a builf;in cupboérd to the
right of the fireplace on the fi:st floor, and a
stairway remains along the east ﬁéll to the left of
the fireplace. One feature of int&fest thatlhas

survived is what appears to be a 19th century root

El . <
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7.6 DESCRIPTION

cellar imﬁediately in front of the first floor fire-
place. This consists of a shallow rectangular hole
- dug in the ground below the floor and lined with
machine sawn boards nailed together with ﬁachine nails.
This is the first example of a storage hole of this
type found in Queen Anne's County, but probably
corresponds to the roat cellars commonly found in
Tidewater archeological investigations. i
The second'additionuwas made to the north gable
6f-the'o£iginal house. It is of frame éonstruc{ion,
and may actually be contemporary to, or even predaté
the 'south addition. It was heavily damaged in the
fire, however, and accurate dating is difficult if
~not impossible. It is one story high, with only one
room.on the fi}st'floor and a crudely finished loft
;bove. A 20th century shed covers the east facade,
but the remaining two walls are exposed. There is a
door iﬁ the south bay on the west faéade, with a o
window to the left of the door{\ A small window is
loéated te the right of the chimggy in the upper géble
of the north wall., The chimney ig\glush, and the

brick chimney back is exposed and stucceced for the

first five feet above ground level. The early
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7.7 DESCRIPTION

horizontal weatherboards have been covered with
asbestos shingles.

The inﬁerior_bf the first floor was renovated
in the early 20th century and served as a kitchen.
Most of the remaining fabric dates to that period.
The fireplace was blocked and fitted for a wood cook
stove; and a cupboard was installed in the alcove
to the left, A steep ladder-stair to the loft is
locatgd in a closet to the riéht of the'fireplace.

The fiﬁal renovation and addition ;as madé to
the south end of the house in the latter half of the
19th century. The eérlier story-and-a-half wing was
excended one more room to the.south and was raised
to a2 full two stories, A cellar was constructed
under the souﬁherﬁmost nart of the house, and the
earlier fireplaces were blocked, allowing wood
stoves fo ﬁe installed in the scouth rooms. The
enlarged south wing thus became the dominant section’
of the house, and only the architectural evidence
visible inside remains to explaiﬁ\the comﬁlicated

evolution to its present appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original house on the Mary Jo Bostic farm
is probably the earliest surviving log dwelling
house in Queen Anne's County. Documentary sources
clearly demonstrate that log construction was
relatively common here throughout the 18th and
early 19th century, but few examples have survived.

- This building is especially interesting because of
several unusual construction features. Of particular
interest are the riven framing members and the
beaded, riven clapboards in the 18th century
house, and the early 1%th century root cellar
below the south addition. Of more general
interest is the opportunity to study a house

that has undergone a complex yet clearly
discernible evolution over a long period of time.
The deteriorated condition of the building allows
ready exanmination of all of the critical

parts of the house, and it is unfortunate that

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT ©F SIGHIFICANCE

the very condition which allows thorough study

will also result in the eventual destruction of

Y

building.

the

——
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